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Czech, please

Best known for its fairy-tale cities, the
Czech Republic offers stunning landscapes
and charming towns beyond Prague’s tourist
trail, discovers Paul Sullivan

‘Quiet Greek islands
all within easy reach . ..
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A new report from Amadeus has found that the | and stunning landscapes that have somehow
Caech Republic - also offic knovwn as Czechia | remained under the radar
since 2006 - is one of Europe’s fastest-growing

& A river runs churches, handsome squares and interesting
through it medieval | museums o explone
Fans of the Czech capital will find the same | © ""'“l';""""" huags Then there are 1

s, minus the bustling Prague-level crowds.
and between the cities and towns lies
liewal towns such as Cesky | Czechia’s countryside: an ever-changing. ofien

touirist destinations, with bookings up 18 per cent | compelling blend of Central European architec- ! I'f
!

year on year, While most British holidaymakers
will be acquainied with the falry-tale charms of
Prague, many have yol to explore beyond the cap-
ital: a crying shame, sinoe the country offers a
wonderful variety of smaller cities. historic towns

ture and culture in university cities such as Olo-
moue, with its barogue squares and monumenial
Holy Trinity Column, and lively Broo, the
Moravian capital which is home to a thriving calé,
restaurant and cultural scene as well as soaring

Erumlov on the Vilava River, dominated by a | undulating patchwork of rolling hills, dense for

highly photegenic castle and a red-roofed old
town: and the elegani spa town of Rardovy Vary. all
colonnades, grand hotels and mineral springs.
Lesser-known destinations such as Mikulov and
Eroméfil also have their own distinctive aimos

ests, winding rivers and vineyards. Of special
note are the wine-growing landscapes of Souih
Moravia and the wooded hills of Bobemia, Hiking
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Solo travel specialist for the over 555

Never left on your own unless you so choose

Fully escorted by a dedicated Tour Manager

Double rooms for sole occupancy in quality hotels

All Alights, transportation & excursions included

Most meals, drinks and many extras included

v Tried, tested and trusted by our high level of repeat guests! “

Re:guerf your 2027 holiday brochure today!

a 01760 722 011

ONE

TRAVELLER

2027 HOLIDAYS "',
ON SALE NOW! ) :
Prices from £1,190

tustpiict €A BTA

o L T
nconuams  Folly Bored | Fuby Protuted

s onetraveller.co.uk



e Saturday 26 August 2026 The Daily Telegraph

Travel inspiration

All aboard

the world’s

most scenic
ferries

These 10 renowned routes deliver
million-pound city, harbour and sea

views for pocket-change prices,
reveals Christopher Beanland

h, the holiday ferry journey - the excitement of surging
I s out into a still harbour at dawn, or settling down in
your bunk as the black inky seas pass by vour porthole,

For years, many of the workd's romantic ferry routes were
in decline, facing the threats of fixed-link bridges and hyper-
efficient tunnels - like the crossings over the Pearl River
Delta, the Oresund Strait, and the English Channel - not to
mention increasingly ubiguitous low-cost air travel,

But now, thank heavens, ferries are back in fashion, as
travellers embrace the joys of the jowrney itself, keen to more
decply rience the places they're visiting. As a result. new
mules - li::-lhi‘t planned between Swansea and Devon, and
one launched in June from Cyprus to Lebanon - ane popping
up all over the place, meaning there’s never been a more
exciting ime to incorporate one into your next trip.

To help inspire you, we've selected 10 renowned ferry
routes around the world that promise not only safe passage
from A to B, but some preity speciacular views along the way,
from striking cityscapes to glistening coastlines.

Sorvagur to Mykines, Faroe Islands

i
O of the most exhilarating
ferry journeys for wildlife
lowers, this 45-minute trip is
peak pulfin. Sometimes the
seas are heaving between
thi main Faroese
archipelago and Mykines,
and sometimes millpond
fat. On clear days, sheer
cliffs rise dramatically from
th sea, You can withess
pueffins diving en roule
before the main attraction
on the tiny island of
Mykines - thousands of
these adorable birds nesting
and flopping out of the sky

then waddling around like
colourful avian clowns,
‘Where to stay The grass-
roofed Hilton Garden Inn in
Torshavn, which has a
restaurant serving excellent
livcal roast lamb hilton.com).
Fly on Atlantic Airwiy"
twice weckly Nights from
Edinburgh and London
Gatwick to the Faroes
(atlanticairways.com).

| Howto do it

Book this £40 return ferry
trip at mykines.fo. A bus
drives o the harbour from
Torshavn.

«

A raffins call the Faroe Iilamids home in the North Atlantic

DFDS former ferry from in the Norwegian capital,

Copenhagen to Norway has | with tons of trendy

been rebranded as Go restaurants.

Nordic Cruiseline. andthe | Where to stay The

journey itself has been impressive, design- focussed

marketed as a “minicruise™ | Park Lane in Copenhagen

- thoughwithadeck fullof | (parklanecph.com). In Oslo,

cars and lorries, it is very try the cool new Hobo Hotel

much a ferry, just an (hobohotel.nol.

upmarket 13-hour one. Fly te Copenhagen and Oslo
Enjoy the delightsof from London Heathrow with

Copenhagen's waterfront SAS flysas.com).

with open-water swimming | How to do it There are daily

and Paper Island's new departures in both

attractions before your directions and you can take

vayage up to the Oslo Fjord. | a [t

Oslobulkta is the cooles* ~ -+ €35

Svdney to Manly, Australia

Tap your contactless card for

acheap and breathtaking
ride all the way across the
incredible harbour from
Circular Quay, passing the
Harbour Bridge, Opera
House and Eangaroo Island
before skirting the Heads
protecting the end of the
harbour from the sea and
arriving in bohemian Manly.

AUSTRALIA

A fair dinkum day out.
Where to stay
Establishment, just a short
walk from Circular Quay
imerivale.coml,

T Fliy to Sydney with Qantas

from London Heathrow
igantas.com).

How to do it Circular Quay

to Manly, £5 with NSW
Ferries (transportnsw.infol.

Dizaan
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i e Oslobukia is the coolest new
me oz ko oy neighbourhood to checkout —
in the Norwegian capital,
with tens of trendy
restaurants.

100 miles DENMARK
e

Lisbon to Cacilhas, Portugal

The ferry from the busy Cais
dio Sodré transport hub over
the Tagus estuary to
Cacilhas is an absolute must
on a weekend getaway in
Lishon.

The views of the
Portuguese capital and the
Golden Gate-lookalike 25 de
Abril Bridge are fabulous
and, although it's all over in
about 15 minutes, it's just
the start of a fun day out.

Walk the couple of miles
up the hill from the vibrant
Cacilhaz Harbour to the
3601t high Sanctwary of
Christ the King statue, from

Estrola

Lisbon

| the: top of which the views

back across the Tagus
llm‘ﬂflﬁljﬁh:uﬂ"r\"‘ﬂ
more speclacular,

‘Whara to HlyT?h‘FnurCD
Seasons Ritz, whichisa
ghorious modemist m
monument next to Lishe
beautiful Edward VI Pa
(fourseasons comi. @

TFly o Liskin willi TAP

Manchester, London
Gatwick and London ()
Heathrow (flytap.com).

Hew todo it The TTSL

is a turn-up-and-go affair;
and costs just under £2 cath

way (ttsLpth. N
Fregueai (s '
Madyena L LR )
.
Taqus River. -
1im



