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An open-air courtyard framed by peach-
toned walls is not the image that usually
comes to mind when thinking of Copenhagen.
Yet at Bella Grande, the memory of an Italian
palazzo quietly informs the entire experience.
Behind the historic fagade of a building that
has welcomed travellers since 1899, a softer,
more romantic mood unfolds, one shaped
by colour, texture, and a carefully cultivated
sense of nostalgia.

The new boutique hotel occupies five floors
and comprises 109 rooms and suites, each
drawing on Italian references while remaining
unmistakably Scandinavian in its restraint. The
inspiration came from a Venetian palazzo, and
traces of that memory appear throughout the
hotel: in the warm, sun-faded hues, the alfres-
co courtyard, and the sense of domesticity
that permeates the interiors.

The hotel reveals itself gradually. The ground
floor, where the reception, lounge, restaurant,
and atrium flow into one another, is animated
by patterned carpets, bold textiles, mirrors,
and flowers that seermn to have been placed
there over many seasons. Upstairs, the atmo-
sphere becomes quieter. Cream, burgundy,
and gold dominate the guest rooms, while
touches of red marble and subtle nods to
1980s glamour introduce moments of surprise.
Rounded forms and dressing tables replace
conventional desks, lending the rooms the
character of a private residence.

Nothing feels newly installed or overly ar-
ranged. Vintage objects and artworks sit
naturally alongside contemporary pieces,
from furniture by &Tradition and lamps by
Tom Dixon to bespoke vanities crafted by
Kebenhavns Mebelsnedkeri. The interiors feel

as though they have been assembled gradu-
ally, enriched over time by objects collected,
inherited, and remembered.

At the foot of the building, Donna brings
a more exuberant spirit to the experience.
Beneath its dark red ceiling, amid blood-red
banquettes and pink curtains, the restaurant
moves effortlessly from leisurely lunches to
candlelit dinners and late evenings animated
by conversation.

A stay at Bella Grande seduces less through
a single image than through an atmosphere:
the curious sensation that, for a few days,
Copenhagen has acquired an ltalian accent.
Proof that passion can sometimes be found
elsewhere.
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